


John Akomfrah’s Becoming Wind (2023)
© the artist; courtesy of LG OLED

John Akomfrah
LG OLED Lounge

John Akomfrah’s Becoming Wind (2023), a five-channel video piece shown on OLED screens
and six surrounding speakers, brings music, chants and text to bear in an epic 30-minute
meditation on the Garden of Eden, human loss and the effects of climate change. Shielded
by the lounge walls from the hurly-burly of the fair outside, the sequence of
monochromatic and full-colour clips—of desert, coast, plant life, meditative urban
interiors, metro trains and diamond-skinned serpents—grows as beguilingly as the
ordering and reordering of the related text statements: “the thing to come… it moves
among us”. The piece invites fast-moving fair-goers to absorb themselves in a mind-stilling
and thought-provoking experience.



Jacolby Satterwhite
Kadel Willborn

The diaphanous circular animated holograms in Jacolby Satterwhite’s New World Order
(2023-24) bring a showstopping allure to the stand of the Düsseldorf gallery Kadel
Willborn. Adding to the experience is the pulsing, joy-filled, soundtrack. The work is a
development of A Metta Prayer, the artist’s 2023 multimedia commission for the
Metropolitan Museum in New York, which was inspired by the Metta prayer, an ancient
Buddhist mantra that extols loving kindness.

Jacolby Satterwhite’s New World Order (2023-24)
Photo: Sebastiano Pellion di Persano; courtesy of the artist and Kadel Willborn



Jaime Welsh
Madragoa

The young Portuguese artist Jaime Welsh’s painterly reworkings, using imaging software,
of his own large-format photographs—stylised, consciously unnerving, sparsely inhabited,
interiors—draw the eye to the stand of the Lisbon gallery Madragoa. His installation
focuses on images taken in the old Banco Nacional Ultramarino in the Portuguese capital,
built in the 1950s at the height of the country’s Estado Novo Fascist regime. The former
banking headquarters was recently restored as the home of Lisbon’s new Museu Design
(Mude), and Welsh’s work confronts whether such a building, however remodelled, can
ever be rid of the associations with the deliberately imposing aesthetic of Portuguese
authoritarian architecture.

Jaime Welsh at Madragoa
Photo: The Art Newspaper; © the artist; courtesy of Galeria Madragoa
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